Small group discussion on Climate Change Economics

Facilitators: Dave Feldman, Green America and the Livability Project
         Tom Deyo of Montgomery County Green Bank. 
Rapporteur: Karen Onthank, Integrative Strategies Forum.
Attendees:
Overview
The Climate Change Economics group focused on two of the Global Climate Action Summit's challenges: Inclusive Economic Growth and Transformative Climate Investments. While the official GCAS may have a more private sector focus, this Montgomery County mini-summit has a multi-sectoral approach to dealing with our climate emergency.

As Bill McKibben of 350.org noted, “Our only hope is to mobilize like we did in WWII.” While Montgomery County may be a progressive county, there are still many climate deniers, skeptics and those who simply never talk about climate change in the County. We need everyone to recognize and respond to this climate emergency. 
Scale Up Communications 

· Reach a much broader audience, seeking greater diversity among residents and businesses and other community stakeholders
· Identify drivers for mobilization: health costs, moral issues, etc.

· Publicize better the cost of climate change and the cost of inaction dealing with it
· Publicize more information about what climate change involves, e.g., not just carbon but also methane

· Methane has big effects on climate change, even in small amounts

· Washington Gas leaks 3% methane from its pipes but does not know why this is happening

· Provide more expansive information beyond simply climate change and the environmental issues by tying to public health, harm to infrastructure, jobs, the economy, food and agriculture, etc.

· Use available metrics to help reduce waste
· Publicize examples such as Chispa and the electric school buses instead of diesel – healthier kids

· Rebrand words and concepts to gain better traction (methane, circular economy)
· Look at Burlington, VT example

· Communicate drawdown solutions such as reducing refrigerant management, food waste, plant-based diet

· Involve young people: messaging, long run economic impact
Green jobs/businesses/economy

· Need to promote private sector side
· Climate-friendly businesses can be good for the local economy

· Green jobs can be good local jobs

· Green jobs can also be low-paying jobs – need to be sure that when speaking of replacing a non-climate-friendly job with a climate-friendly job that the job is a financially viable replacement; need to consider job quality
· Green buildings

· Green incubators

· Composting/food waste

· More solar/green energy

· There is much government support for green jobs, e.g., education/training, but that is not enough

· Need the private sector to create jobs

· Need jobs that pay a living wage

· Montgomery County green certification program might help

· Public sector: public procurement can help create jobs too
Financing/taxes/public sector
· Benchmarking: DEP and General Services are tracking county properties as well as private properties required to report

· DEP engages with building owners to help upgrade (Green Bank, etc.): utility programs, commercial pace, much more that people don’t know about

· MCOG helped DEP catalogue GHG on a three-year cycle for the entire county

· Montgomery County could lower 50K threshold as well as learn from other jurisdictions

· GHG divestment (no significant divestment now)

· Carbon tax/energy tax
· Montgomery County has largest in state

· Goes into general fund – how is that money used? How could it be used better?

· Montgomery County tried to tax power plant but lost in court

· Energy savings – less reliance on tax revenue
· Bonds: many types, many legal issues – here the County makes decisions rather than voters
· Externalities: how to capture better

· “Climate test”: will this help advance our climate goals?

· Public procurement

· Carbon footprint indicators

· Montgomery County government

· County as a whole

· Need to draw in more capital

Need balance & perspective: need to better track metrics from land use in order to reduce waste (e.g., empty train cars)

· Need to identify different strategies  

· Green jobs

· Green economy

· Improve public transportation and provide other alternatives

· RideShare has its own problem too, as it draws away from public transportation

Agriculture

· Continue to protect Montgomery County's green gem, the Agricultural Reserve
· Absorbs water

· Benefits the local economy

· Provides local food

· Regenerative agriculture draws CO2 out of the atmosphere

· Montgomery County has the highest cover crop in the state but still could improve
· Tensions between Agricultural Reserve and solar
Political Will
· Need to influence political will so that real steps are quickly taken to address this climate emergency

· Identify those not part of today's conversation

· Address lack of diversity 

· Attract young people, different ethnicities

· Fight against anti-climate investments and infrastructure

· Pipelines

· Widening of 495 (now a $9 billion proposal – the ICC was a $1 billion proposal and cost $2.4 billion)

· Expand public transportation

· Electric buses

· Increase carpooling

· Invest in green alternatives

· Electric buses

· Expensive in short run, much less so in long run

· Much cleaner

· Review money spent on Montgomery County programs

· Need feedback

· Need stakeholder engagement

· Take another look at residential plan (solar)

· Look at what we can control and what we cannot control
Where do we go from here?
· How do we keep this effort going?

· Report presented in Rockville on September 12 at the Leading the Way  – Montgomery County Confronts Climate Change public briefing
· Attend event but do not end this effort with a report!

· Council will meet on September 25 to discuss its report – be there to support!

· Connect with other counties

· Start by reaching out to community stakeholders more broadly
· This group will continue this discussion initially by email
KEEP THIS ENERGY GOING!!

· KEEP THIS ENERGY GOING!!
ADDITIONAL SUGGESTIONS

Participants joining other small group discussions offered the following additional suggestions to the Climate Change Economics poster: 

· More community solar access to renewable energy

· Require solar power or green roofs on new buildings
· Unionized worker-owned recycling and waste processing

· Give farmers incentives to move to regenerative agriculture practices

· No to spending $9 billion on widening the Beltway. Invest that money in moving to climate friendly solutions to mass transit needs like HOU, etc

· Need someone from county/Chamber of Commerce/nonprofit dedicated to identifying businesses and residences that could benefit from moving to renewable energy and can help them move through process

· Penalties for owners of multi-dwelling units that do not do free energy audit and develop plan to improve energy efficiency
· Better understanding of PACE program

