Notes from Leading the Way—Montgomery County Confronts Climate Change
Small Group Discussion: Land and Ocean Stewardship

Facilitator: Leah Haygood, Buzzword Inc. 
Rapporteur: Laura Barnitz, One Montgomery Green.

Attendees: 14, Mixed

As the participants in this small group introduced themselves, it became evident that there were experts and active contributors to this discussion from many walks of life. Some of the participants were from national organizations or formerly with the federal government or scientific institutes and expressed thanks for the opportunity to address local issues. Others had long worked on climate change issues at the local level. 
There were a number of topics raised during the discussion, including the following
· Expanding composting in the county at scale
· Several participants emphasized that composting should be prioritized as a response to climate change. The county should look to Portland and Boulder as examples and create a countywide composting program quickly.

· There was discussion about the problem of locating a composting facility of the necessary size and scope. Some suggested multiple, smaller facilities. One suggestion was to use the incinerator site in Dickerson as the site for a large-scale composting facility.

· Another suggestion was for Montgomery County to partner with the Blue Plains Wastewater Treatment Plant in DC & use their digesters for composting food waste.

· Related to the discussion on composting, two participants supported programs to recover food and reduce food waste. They also supported the county creating a program to require restaurant owners to compost and reduce food waste.

· Addressing watershed issues in the context of climate change is important.
· The Climate Mobilization Report leaves out watershed management programs and activities.

· Some participants noted that because heavy rains are expected to increase in the northeastern U.S. due to climate change, it is critical that the county address watershed health as part of its climate change strategy.
· Several participants noted that even though Montgomery County is not directly on the Chesapeake Bay or the ocean, we are connected by our local streams. We must understand and do what is necessary to decrease pollutants like plastics (which add to climate change as they break down) moving through our streams and into the Anacostia and the Potomac.  
· Other water quality-related issues discussed. 

· A few suggested that improving public confidence in water quality would decrease the use and disposal of plastic water bottles.
· One participant encouraged re-stenciling storm drain covers throughout the county.


· Education about lawn care techniques and the value of greater tree coverage is needed to help address climate change.
· Participants suggested measures such as cutting grass higher, leaving grass clippings, refusing to use pesticides, using more native plants in lawns to better sequester carbon, planting more trees in exposed/eroded areas

· Requiring developers to leave trees on sites and plant more was broadly supported. 

· Requiring developers to put utilities underground where appropriate in order to grow trees with larger canopies. (This should not be required where disrupting existing infrastructure would jeopardize current tree cover.)

· Several participants noted that healthier soils would also absorb more water.
· A few participants emphasized keeping living plants on as many surfaces as possible. 

· There is support for programs that encourage regenerative agriculture.
· Many participants supported the creation of programs that discourage tilling and encourage use of cover crops

· Practices that restore microbial health are to be encouraged.
· Hemp cultivation to improve soil health should be allowed.
· One participant suggested that more soil conservation efforts be encouraged in public right-of-ways.

· The county should encourage the public to reduce waste (primarily plastics) that contribute to climate change 

· One participant suggested introducing a bottle deposit program.
· One participant suggested a “pay-as-you-throw” policy to discourage waste

· Several participants supported banning plastic straws and enforcing the ban on styrofoam containers in local restaurants.

Other suggestions included
· increasing public awareness of climate change effects and engaging youth in hands-on activities locally
· the importance of ensuring diverse communities in the county understand and participate in conversations on climate change

· creating an advisory group to refine county climate goals, including numerical benchmarks and provide a way for resident inputs
· naming a climate mobilization czar to oversee progress toward goals
· passing legislation to ban the use of public funds to install synthetic playing fields, which makes it cheaper than natural grass surface fields
· joining in the process of revising Montgomery Parks umbrellas plan for all county master plans.

The group was also generally supportive of Montgomery County supporting the GCAS’s 30x30 challenge, stipulating that the means of achieving the challenge should address the county’s diverse areas and communities, multiple types of land use and the conditions of its streams and wetlands.
The 30x30 Forest, Foods and Land Challenge is calling on businesses, states, city and local governments, and global citizens to take action for better forest and habitat conservation, food production and consumption, and land use, working together across all sectors of the economy to deliver up to 30% of the climate solutions needed.
ADDITIONAL SUGGESTIONS
Participants joining other small group discussions offered the following additional suggestions to the Land and Ocean Stewardship poster: 

· No to hot, synthetic rubber playgrounds. They’re bad for kids and release greenhouse gases.
· Carbon sequestration in the Ag Reserve

· When curbs need repair consider inserting small raingarden to catch runoff (See Arcola or Dennis Ave. for examples.)

· Replace exotics with native plantings in all rights of way and public spaces

· Institute bottle and can refundable deposit program

· Raise fee for plastic bags to 10 cents or ban plastic grocery bags altogether. Charge 10 cents for paper.

· Food composting

· Close MoCo carbon loop – all organic waste composted on public, private property and in Ag Reserve.

· Make lawn care environmentally friendly

· Ban plastic straws and bags

· More stormwater retrofits in yards (offer rebates, etc)

· No synthetic plastic and rubber turf

· Include all communities in planning, not just whites

· Move to curbside composting

· County natural carbon budget

